
SEED Grant Scheme for Research and Development 

GNITS is fostering towards R&D activities and a growing research driven academic institute. The 

GNITS has implemented SEED grant program to encourage all faculty members of the 

departments to engage in research activities in addition to their academic responsibilities.  The 

broad objective is to inculcate research aptitude, the culture of collaborative research, to enhance 

research and technical skills helping capacity building and career growth of the teaching 

fraternity.  The SEED grant scheme meant to enable researchers to generate viable ad tangible 

research approach to fuel up confidence for applying and securing grants/fellowships from 

public/private national and international funding agencies 

1. Eligibility 

 All regular faculties of GNITS are eligible to apply for SEED grants.  

 For collaborative inter or intra-departmental projects, the faculty who is driving the project 

shall be the principal investigator (PI), while other investigators associated with project 

(if any) shall be co- investigators (Co-I).  

2. Research Project Categories 

 The research projects preferably can be designed on the area domains those are of local, national 

or international importance. Collaborative and interdisciplinary projects are encouraged.  Under 

the ambit of the SEED Grant Program, applications should be submitted in the prescribed format 

among the following two categories: 

Category 1 (Minor Project)  

 For the early career faculty who wish to conduct preliminary /pilot research work. 

 The upper limit of the funding will be Rs. 1,00,000/- 

 Project duration under this category is 1 year. 

Category 2 (Major Project) 

 Faculty having prior experience in conducting research projects independently and 

have published research articles in journals with indexed databases (Scopus/Web of 

Science) 

 The funding shall be depending on the objectives of the project.  

 The maximum duration of the project is 2 years. 

 

3. Procedure for Application  

 Applicants should submit proposals in the prescribed format duly signed by all the 

investigators through proper channel to the Dean- R&D, GNITS. A soft copy of the 

proposal should be e-mailed to rndcell@gnits.ac.in.  

 Research proposals should include sufficient details on scientific merit and justifications 

on the roles and qualifications of Principal Investigator and budget items in the context 

of the research.  
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 The status of the proposal shall be intimated on completion of the scrutiny process as per 

the notification on the calendar of events issued at the time of calling for application for 

SEED grant scheme for research. 

4. Review and Selection process 

Proposal will be reviewed by expert reviewers for its scientific merit and originality. The project 

will be judged for the quality of writing, technicality, novelty, feasibility, focus, application, 

scientific and societal impact and team strength. The applicant is expected to provide a written 

rebuttal to their queries. Once shortlisted, the applicant shall present the project in the GNITS 

Research Committee.  

For SEED grant Review and Selection will be done by 

1. Principal – GNITS 

2. Dean – R&D 

3. Coordinator – R&D 

4. HOD- Concerned 

5. Expert members from outside  

Once the committee recommends the project proposal, the R&D cell shall release the Sanction 

letter.  
 

5. General Guidelines for Operation of Projects for Grantees 

 Project sanction order will be released subsequent to submission of ethical clearance and 

other relevant approvals (If any). 

 The release of funds shall be on phase wise and an actual basis after receiving the annual 

reports on the completion of a year/phase of the project.   

 The date of commencement of the project will be the date of sanction order.  

 All the items/ equipment’s /any material, procured from the SEED grant shall be the 

property of the department and can be used for subsequent studies by the department. 

 Field work shall be as per the GNITS norms. 

 All the procurements should be through the purchase department and bills should be sent 

to the finance section in the format for payment. 

 Diagnostic investigations shall have special discount for research. However, prior 

permission needs to be taken for the same from the competent authority/Lab Director. 

 GNITS reserves the right to terminate the project at any stage if it is convinced that  

(i) Appropriate progress is not being made  

(ii) The grant has not been utilized properly  

(iii) Furnishing of false information or suppression of factual information.  

 Financial utilization certificates should be submitted as of 31st March every year/or as 

indicated under the category of funding.  

6. Publication of Results/Presentation of Papers: 

 All the publications must be in journals indexed in Scopus / WoS / SCIE  

 All publications must include acknowledgement to the financial support in the form of 

SEED grant as follows: This study was financially supported by the GNITS SEED grant 

with grant number (Grant no:…) 

 SEED grant amount (Partly) can be used for paying the open access publication charges 

with prior permission from the GNITS. 



7. Submission of progress / completion report and project extension/termination: 

 The subsequent grant will be released after receipt of progress report, utilization 

certificate (UC) and statement of expenditure (SOE) in the prescribed format.  Subsequent 

instalments shall be released based on the satisfactory review of the report. 

 On completion of the project, closure report should be submitted along with the UC and 

SOE approved by the Finance Officer of the GNITS. Copies of the published articles 

showing the SEED grant acknowledgement should be included along with closure report.   

 If any patents filed, the details of the same should also be enclosed. 

 Projects shall have to be strictly completed within the duration specified in the 

proposal.  Extensions in extraordinary circumstances (e.g. delay in patient recruitments) 

shall be permitted, if the PI submits relevant justification to the University. 

 Extension of maximum of three months without any additional grant shall be approved 

on the request by the PI. 

 For extension beyond three months, separate application should be submitted.  This 

should include objectives, detailed methodology and precise budget plan and extension 

timeline.  

 Termination: In the case of PI receiving an extramural grant for the same/similar 

project, the SEED grant shall be terminated and PI should submit closure report along 

with the UC and SOE approved by the Finance Officer of the University. 

8. Change of Investigators  

 In the event of PI leaving the institution, the Co PI shall take over as the PI with 

permission from the GNITS. 

 If the project does not have a Co-PI, the GNITS shall request Head of the Department to 

identify a suitable PI to handle the project. 

 In the event of failing to find a willing substitute investigator to carry forward the project 

the PI will be asked to submit all the reports pertaining to the SEED grant, SOE and UC 

for winding up the project.  

 

 

 
 
Dr M. Seetha         Dr. K. Ramesh Reddy 
Dean-R&D                 PRINCIPAL 
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The SEED Funding Proposal should be submitted to Dean- R&D, through the HOD. 

Softcopy to rndcell@gnits.ac.in   
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Application for SEED Project 

Principal Investigator Details: 

1. Details of the Principal Investigator (PI) 

Name  

Designation  

Department  

Sex (M/F)  

Date of Birth  

Employee ID  

Email  

Phone Number  

 

2. a) Details of the Co-Principal Investigator (CO-PI)-1 

Name  

Designation  

Department  

Sex (M/F)  

Date of Birth  

Employee ID  

Email  

Phone Number  

                 

               b) Details of the Co-Principal Investigator (CO-PI)-2 

Name  

Designation  

Department  

Sex (M/F)  

Date of Birth  

Employee ID  

Email  

Phone Number  
 

     Co-PIs can be added as per the requirement.   



PART – A  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Proposed Research Work 

1. Nature of the Project: [R&D/ Product Development / Technology Transfer/ Any others, specify] 

2. Whether the project is Single Department or Multi-Department (S/M):  

     [if CO-PI is from other department – then specify as Multi-Department] 

3. Title of the Project: 

 

 

4. Research Area: 

5. Duration (in months): 

6. Project Summary [200 Words] 

 

 

 

7. Objectives 

 

 

8. Expected output and Research Outcomes 

 

 

9. Project Deliverables 

 

 

 

10. Any Other details in support of the Proposal. 

 

11. Budget in Rupees. 

Item Justification Amount 

Consumables   

Travel / Field Visit   

Equipment (If needed)   

Contingency   

Training Program   

Other costs   

Total  

 



PART- B 

Technical Details 

1. Motivation / Origin of the proposal 

 

2. Statement of the Problem 

 

 

3. Review of the Status of Research of the proposed project 

 

 

4. Technology Gaps and Proposed Solution 

 

 

5. Importance of the proposed project in the context of the current status 

 

6. Target Beneficiaries  

 

7. Proposed Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Time schedule of activities 

 

9. Impact Analysis 

10. If the project requires any Ethical / Legal clearance certificate: Yes / No 

Expertize available 

 Expertize available in implementing project by the PI and CO-PI. 

 List of equipment available and required for the project 

 Declaration letter from PI endorsed by the Head of the Department. 

  



Declaration by the Principal Investigator 

It is certified that 

1. The work proposed in the schemes/project does not in any way duplicate the work already 
done or being carried out elsewhere on the subject. 

2. If the project involves Human Subjects Clearance from Institute Ethical Committee or Animal 
ethical committee (case may be) should be submitted prior to the execution of the project.  

3. The Department agrees that the equipment(s), other basic facilities are extended to the 
study. 

4. The PI assumes to undertake the financial and other management responsibilities of the 
project. 

 
 
 
 

Signature of Principal Investigator: 
 
 

Signature of HOD with seal: 
 
 
 

Signature of Co-Investigator:  
 
 
Signature of HOD with seal: 
Date: 

 

 

 

 


